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The Lord turning and looking upon Peter. 
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Luk RE xxii. 61. 


„% AND THE LORD TURNED, AND LOOKED UPON PETER.” 


I N the various diſplays of character in life, it is a deplorable, 
though a juſt obſervation, that many perſons, eminent in ſome 
reſpects for their preciſion and correctneſs, have been diſcovered 
with conſiderable deviations in others, ſometimes originating in 
that caution and ſerupuloſity which keeß back the mind from 
riſing to dignified action; but oftener in that enthuſiaſtic tendency 
to exceſs, which follows cloſe u pon the abſence of ſelf-exami- 
nation and ſelf-knowledge. Theſe are the leading cauſes which 
have produced thoſe numberleſs inſtances of offence, in which it 
ſeems to have been the diſgraceful peculiarity of the human 
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mind, 
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mind, to violate the inſtitutes of fortitude and reaſon, to tranſ- 


greſs known duty, and to fall away from God. 


Tus is true, not ofly of the wiſeſt and beſt of men in the 
| heathen world, but alſo of the moſt diſtinguiſhed perſonages 


for piety and virtue, recorded by the ſacred writers. We are 


diſtreſſed with ſome alloy in their morals, we are ſhocked with 


ſome drawback upon their rectitude, which caſt a gloom upon 
them as examples, and tarniſh the luſtre of their other excellen- 


cies and achievements. 


 Tais, however, is one argument, among a thouſand others, 
of fairneſs and impartiality in thoſe writers themſelves. With 
the moſt kindly prejudices in favour of that religious ſyſtem 


which was intruſted to them for propagation, and with the 


fulleſt conviction of its general truth and importance ; ſtill they 
were content to hold it out as only a reftraining motive, and in 
their delineations of Character, they did not ſcruple, without 


trick or colluſion, to exhibit thoſe imperfect ones among them- 


ſelves, whom religion failed to reſtrain. 
IV 


PERFECTION, 


P 


{4-4 

PERFECTION, indeed, ſeems concentred-in the Perſon of the 
Redeemer. It is in him, and in him only, that we trace the work- 
ings of a uniformly great and undeviating mind. Many ſons 
and daughters have done virtuouſly,” but the perfect, the unde- 
filed, is but one. „He is altogether lovely, but, as it 18 
written concerning the Church, My undefiled is but one.” 

| | | 

Tuxsx reflections are corroborated, in a ſtriking manner, by 
the melancholy. apoſtacy which gave occaſion to the circum- 


ſtance mentioned in the text. It was Peter himſelf, the „Called 


of the Lord, and the Rock of his Church's might ;” it was 


that Peter who profeſſed himſelf « ready to go into priſon and 


to death, rather than deny his Maſter; it was that ſame Peter 
who denied that ſame Lord: he denied him thrice, and aggra- 
vated his denial with imprecations and oaths, | 


« Axp the Lord turned and looked upon Peter.” 


Ix may be queſtioned, whether any tranſaction in the world 


ever afforded a finer ſubject for the Painter's art, than this before 


Us. 


— — 


- — — 22 — — — 
. on —__ * — — — — — — REST RL 9 ernbgng N — : > 8 * 
A ..... . ————— = — 2 — — — — S r ee ch eter ties — m—_— 
— 5 VIE LET" " * — — . — OEEn: | —— - = 


; 
' 
W+ 
| 
| 
1 


TE 


us. On one fide might be portrayed the gritty horrors of the 


convicted Peter; on the other ſide might be attempted the 
countenance of the penetrating Jeſus, © quick and powerful as 
the Word of God, Cs g even to the A of ſoul 
and _ 021 


Tur Lord Jecked upon Peter, but Words there were none. 


That look was enough. The warning voice of Jeſus, that 
e Satan had defired to have him;” his affectionate prayer for 
him, © that his ſtrength might not fail; his too true predice 


tion, that before the cock ſhould crow, he would deny him 
thrice ;' ' Joined to his own bold aſſertions, with curſes on his 
head, that he * knew not Chriſt:” All crowded upon his 
mind, in dark reflection; like characters decyphered by the 
finger of God, they enlarged and blackened in his ſight ; ſhutting 
up the avenues of ſweeteſt hope, and clouding the ſources of 
peace and joy. 


MisER ABLE Man! That in def pite of the merciful warnings 
of divine foreſight, under the tuition of Jeſus, and with all the 


advantages 


(9 ) 
advantages of an apoſtle, 6. fel] into temptation and a ſnare,” and 
bad well nigh incurred the pajns and penalties of abandonment 


Turn we now from the dreary and diſtreſſing contemplation 
of St. Peter's fall, to his ſtate of ſpeedy recovery and mental 
renovation. The tranſition is pleaſing. Our apoſtle was too 
precious in the ſight of heayen to be eaſily loſt, He was 
, plucked as a brand out of the fire,” that from the genial rays 
f ſuch a great example, a heavenly flame might be communi- 
cated, and the after church of Chriſt adorned with © burning 

and ſhining lights. 5 : 


AT the look of Jeſus, Peter turned away, and, in the ſimple 
and affecting lan guage * the Evangeliſt, went out, and wept 
-bitterly,” We do not apprehend that he ventured to follow 
-our Lord, or that he attended at all at the crucifixion. It is 
likely that he continued in his. place, in a ſtate of torment and 
of woe unutterable, bewailing his fin, and endeavouring by 
penitential tears to waſh away his guilt. Indeed his feelings 


muſt 


1 


| mamuſt have been exquiſite. But this was the moment of con- 


l verſion; one of thoſe Tides in the life of man which lead to 

1 virtue; a Turn in the conſtruction of the human mind, pro- 

| ducing character, conviction, and deciſion. Arduous and ſevere 

| was the trial; but the iſſue was honourable—the event con- : 

| cluſive. * Ariſe, ſhine! for thy light is come, and the glory = 

of the Lord is riſen upon thee.” | 
| EaxLy after his reſurrection, the Redeemer appeared to þ 


Peter. Not as an angry, vindictive meſſenger, © to bring his 


| ſin to remembrance,” * to ſpeak unto him in his wrath, and 
| vex him in his ſore diſpleaſure; but as a Herald of Liberty, to 
| preach deliverance to a ranſomed captive, and to give him re- 
| newed aſſurances of favour. 


{8 SURELY of all the marks and characters of diſtinction be- 
tween higheſt Heaven and this lower world, © the quality of 
mercy” is the greateſt. Dimly ſeen on earth, and expanding 
wider and wider in the ſkies, heavenly meſſengers aſſume its 
3 8 light, and angels catch the brightneſs. 

Hap 


1 

Ha it been our lot to have lived in the days of Peter, and 
to have been privy to the circumſtances of his guilt, is there a 
mind among us ſo large and liberal in the ways of virtue, as to 
have extended its range of forgiveneſs to a crime of ſuch mag- 
nitude and complication ; to a foul denial of the mildeſt, pureſt 
friend; and that too at a fatal hour, when that friend ſeemed 
to be moſt in need of aſſiſtance and ſupport? No! Earthly 
charity would have been at a ſtand ; honour would have diſ- 
dained to interfere ; ; and the man of the world would have 
triumphed in conſigning the wretched offender to reprobation 


and everlaſting contempt. 


« Bur look how high the Heaven is in compariſon of the 
Earth!“ He who © knew what was in man,” would not inſti- 
tute too narrow an enquiry into his ſervant's diſgrace ; would 
not aſcertain too nicely the quantity of his failin g and demerit. 
« He ſaw the travail of his ſoul,” the workings of his conflict- 
ing paſſions, and the dawnings of a ſteady purpoſe that he would 


fin no more. He faw, he pitied, and he ſaved! 
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O GLoRtovs inſtance of that great and abundant mercy, 


which, © in the days of his fleſh,” he had preached to his own 


countrymen the Jews, but which was now made manifeſt to 


an apoſtle who had ſinned, in order to ſhew that Mercy was 


to begin at the Houſe of God,” and to be propagated from 


thence, in all directions, to the whole world; That,” as it js 


written, “the Gentiles may glorify God for his mercy.” 


In the twenty-firſt chapter of St. John's Goſpel, are ſome 
appearances of our Lord to his diſciples, in which Peteris greatly 
intereſted. Three times we find him called upon by name, 
and interrogated by his Maſter, concerning the ſtate of his 
loyalty and attachment to him, and as often charged and com- 
miſſioned to ſhew the fincerity of his love, by carefully feeding 


the Chriſtian flock. Simon, ſon of Jonas, loveſt thou me?“ 


« Lord! thou knoweſt all things —thou knoweſt that I love 


thee:” Jeſus faith unto him, Feed my ſheep.” Thereby 
profeſſedly teaching thoſe who are more immediately appointed 


to this work, w how they ought to walk and to pleaſe God”' 


in their vocation and miniſtry ; and, in like manner, leaving it 


upon 
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upon the conſciences of thoſe whoſe engagements are of a ſecular 


nature, that they too ought to go out of themſelves, for the 
good of others, and to ground their attention to the ſpiritual 


concerns of their reſpective houſholds, upon rational and reli- 


gious obligation. 


Ou Lord alſo cauſes him to underſtand, that having been 


originally called to be an apoſtle, and now receiving a parti- 


cular deſignation for more extenſive and laborious employ- 


ment, he was not only to af, but alſo in the end to ſuffer ;— 


to ſuffer Death itſelf, in the ſervice of his religion. There is a 


peculiar expreſſion of delicacy and feeling in our Lord's break- 


ing of this event to Peter. When thou waſt young, thou 
girdedſt thyſelf, and walkedſt whither thou wouldeſt: but 
when thou ſhalt be old, thou ſhall ſtretch forth thy hands, and 
another ſhall gird thee, and carry thee whither thou wouldeſt 


not.“ This ſpake he, ſignifying by what death he ſhould glo- 


rify God. 
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13 
In addition to what is here ſignified by our bleſſed Lord, is it 
too much for us to draw an inference, favourable to the general 


queſtion of morals, namely, © That if human nature, erect and 


free, would but gird itſelf, like the apoſtle, in the morning and 


prime of life, and walk circumſpectly, in habits of vigilance, ſelf- 
government, and the like; it is then that we ſhould no longer 
behold the fad ſpectacle of fo many miſerable captives of our 
ſpecies, ſtretching forth their hands, and bending at the cloſe 
of their exiſtence, under the tyranny of i imperious and inexorable 


habits, which gird them, and carry them whither they them- 
ſelves would not.” 


Bor to return to St. Peter. After the effuſion of the Spirit 


on the day of Pentecoſt, we find him, in his charafter of 


apoſtle, preaching in a ſtyle of lofty and impreſſive eloquence ; 
uſing his gifts for the converſion of ſouls; reſtoring the 
lame, and raiſing the dead ; communicating the Holy Ghoſt by 


the impoſition of his hands ; honoured with a ſpecial revelation 


for © opening the door of faith unto the Gentiles ;” caſt into 
priſon, the common fate of thoſe great men © of whom the 


world 
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and at laſt miraculouſly delivered 


3, 


world was not worthy ; 
from thence. From the eccleſiaſtical hiſtories we learn, that, 


having been much at Antioch, a city of one of the provinces of 


Syria, diſtinguiſhed for giving birth to the Chriſtian Name 


(that Name of future and eternal import, which © ſhall be 
counted in the writing-up of the people,” +) he afterwards 
preached the Goſpel largely throughout all Aſia. Towards the 
cloſe of his life we find him at Rome, from which place he 1s 
ſuppoſed to have written the two Epiſtles General that bear his 


name, uſing the word Babylon only in a figurative ſenſe. The 


firſt of theſe Epiſtles is one of thoſe valuable Scriptures which 


have been all along received into the code of Chriſtian faith, as 


unqueſtionably genuine and canonical. Indeed, it holds a diſ- 


tinguiſhed rank among the books of the New Teſtament, as 


well for clearneſs of ſtyle, as alſo for its intrinſic reaſonableneſs 


and worth. With reſpect to the ſecond Epiſtle, it may ſeem 
' ſomewhat ſtrange, that its authenticity ſhould ever have been 
doubted ; yet ſome of the ancients heſitated about it. However, 


it was generally received ſo early as in the fourth century: and 


learned 


+ Pſalm Ixxxvil. 6. 


( 14 ) 
learned Chriſtians, in their commentaries, have ſucceeded in | 
defending it. This Epiſtle, as well as the foregoing, is written 
with conſiderable ſtrength and majeſty. That St. Peter was old 
and near his end when he compoſed it, is implied in the firſt 
chapter. Shortly,” (ſays the venerable Apoſtle, alluding to 

the prophecy which went before on him) “ ſhortly I muſt put 
off this my tabernacle, even as our Lord Jeſus Chriſt hath 
ſhewed me.” After a uſeful life of more than thirty years 
from the crucifixion, it was at Rome that he boldly met death, 
from the apprehenſions of which he had formerly ſhrunk, and, 
being martyred, went to the place of Glory that was prepared 


for him. 


1x Heaven he again beholds the face of his reconciled Lord. 
Bleſſed with the pleaſing conſciouſneſs of ſecurity after danger; 
with what ſatisfaction does he now look back upon that critical 
period of time which turned out ſo much to his advantage, 7 
when his fate hung, as it were, in abel ſcales, but the look 
of Jeſus ſaved him, © Having ſown in tears, he reaped in 
joy; © having gone out and wept bitterly,” he returned 
" © 


„ 
with all the dignity of an apoſtle, and with all the ſincerity of 
a penitent, becoming, by degrees, © renewed in the ſpirit of 
his mind,” and emerging, at length, « ſtrong in the Lord, 
and in the power of his might.” « He that now goeth on his 
way weeping, and beareth forth good ſeed, ſhall doubtleſs come 
again with joy, and bring his ſheaves with him.” To 


ON a review of the great outlines of St. Peter's character, as 
marked out by the Evangeliſts, we are preſented with a certain 
native energy of ſoul, which fully accounts for the rank which 
he obtained above his fellows, and by means of which the 
primacy in © the glorious company of apoſtles,” might, almoſt 
in courſe, be aſſigned to him. Like one of thoſe leading and 
active men, who, in common life, never fail to get their circle 
about them, he ſeemed to acquire a fair and legitimate influence 


by his ſuperior talents and addreſs. 


Is addition to this we are alſo ſtruck with an uncommon 
boldneſs and precipitance in his manner, which are but ex- 
preſſions of 1 that ſame enthuſiaſm with which he profeſſed his 


love 


( 16 ) 
tore for Chriſt. Of this kind are his impetuoſity i in © drawing 
his ſword againſt the high prieſt s ſervant; his officious re- 
queſt that he might be « bidden to come unto Chriſt on the 
water ;”” and his readineſs t to © caſt himſelf into the ſea” to 
meet him at the interview after the reſurrection. All theſe are 
the efforts of a ſelf-confident, yet a zealous and well-affetioned 
mind; the actions of a man whoſe fire of temper ſometimes 
overleaps the bounds of prudence and ſafety, but who preſently 
recollects himſelf, and either endeavours to amend his errors, 


or appeals for protection to the feelings and generoſity of his 
friends. 


Now we have every reaſon to give peter credit for the moſt 
perfect ſincerity, When he told Chriſt, that * though all men 
ſhould be offended becauſe of him, yet he never would, and 
that he would die with him, rather than deny him.” The 
warning and prediction of the maſter ſerved only to excite in 
the diſciple the ſpirit of bold proteſtation and honeſt warmth, 
Ardent in his paſſions, and precipitate in his ju udgment, yet he 


announced the courage and the exultation of a virtuous mind. 
„ « He 


| „ 

He ſpake the more vehemently, if I ſhould die with thee, I 
will not deny thee in any wiſe.” But, as was hinted before, 
there was a ſelf-confidence and preſumption in the caſe, and it 
was this confidence, which, operating at firſt as a bias in an 
undue direction, afterwards experienced that languor and de- 
| generation, which is the natural and neceſſary conſequence of 


every irregular tendency. 


Tarek are few things in which mankind make greater and 
more fatal miſtakes, than in calculating their ſtrength of mind, 
and they commonly err on that fide which is moſt flattering to 
ſelf-opinion. Hence are generated ſelf-deceit and a viſionary 
confidence. in, one's own powers, at the expence of common 
feuds. and, oftentimes, of common honeſty, At ſundry times, 
and by divers examples, hath heaven cautioned man on this 
behalf. From the ſelf-deluded David, and the cruel Hazael, 
down to the preſumptuous Peter, we accord to the warning 
voice of the inſpired moraliſt, keep thy heart with all dili- 
gence ;” reſtrain its eccentricities ; ſuffer it not to wander into 


exceſs; reduce it to the ſober march of Reaſon and of God. 


£ | WV okvER 


. 
Wnokvrk feels a diſlike of this calm and orderly arrange- 
ment, may more than ſuſpect, however he may wiſh to con- 
ceal it from himſelf, that he is already encouraging a ſecret, 


growing inclination, to free himſelf from a principle, int itſelf 


the moſt virtuous, and in its conſequences the moſt important 


and deciſive. Whether we join the faithful moraliſt in de- 
ſigning this temper by the terms, diſcipline, coercion, ſelf- 
government, or whether we adopt the chriſtian phraſes, hum- 
blentſs of mind, 2 denial, and the like ; 3 {till it is a temper 
right in itſelf, perfective of our nature, and peculiarly fitted 


to our ſituation in this world, as a ſtate of trainin g and education 


for a better. The mind muſt ſubmit to rule; it is only thus 


that it can acquire moral excellence, only thus aſſimilate itſelf 


to the . perfection'of the ſpirits of the juſt.” 


In our ſpeculations on this great queſtion, a queſtion fo con- 
cerning and ſo intereſting to us as human beings ; we ſhall do 


well never to loſe fight of that ſuitable maxim of the ancient 


ſchool, © that all the virtues are tempered by a certain medi- 


ocrity.” To this alſo may be referred the caution of the 


preacher, 


E 

preacher, be not righteous overmuch; remember that 
even piety has its bounds, that there is a point at which en- 
thuſiaſm begins, and that enthuſiaſm is the nurſing- mother of 
pride and ſelf-conceit. It is virtue itſelf chat is ſo apt to ſlide, 
by ſlow and imperceptible degrees, from ſecurity to preſump- 
tion, from preſumption to error, and from error to exceſs. A 
virtuous man, therefore, comes under an obligation, for the 
credit of his own character, to have all his virtues marked out 
and defined, and all his ſentiments fairly balanced and adjuſted. 

Chi... and with religious exactneſs muſt he guard againſt that 
unbridled exceſs, which generally breaks in upon ſome fin ole 
paſſion or affection, and exerciſes its uſurped authority with an 
unlimited and a fatal ſway. If he yield himſelf to the direction 
of any ſingle principle thus actuated; it matters not whether it 
be religious impreſſion, diverging into enthuſiaſm or ſuper- 
ſtition, or whether it be refined and rational ſelf-love, de- 
generating into covetouſneſs and groſs ſelf-intereſt : It matters 
not whether it be ſympathy, as in the caſe of our apoſtle, 
melting into unſubſtantial profeſſion, and venting itſelf in 
proteſtations which, as ſoon as they are made, are decaying” 
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as it is ſaid, and ready to vaniſh away; or, laſtly, whether 


it be any other affe tion of the mind; it is ſure equally to 


abſorb other feelings, to impair integrity, and to diſhonour the 


whole character. There is, indeed, a certain degree of zeal 
and intention neceſſary to the developement of the human 
powers, and to the completion of great and illuſtrious action; 
but ſo uncertain and imperfect is the condition of our nature, 
that there is the utmoſt caution to be uſed, leſt our beſt and 


moſt promiſing paſſions ſhould ſometimes ſeduce us into ſitu- 


ations the moſt intricate and dangerous ; leſt we be hurried away 


by extravagant eagerneſs and premature profeſſion ; by that 
paſſion for enterprize, which engages, with inconſiderate raſh- 


neſs, to combat every circumſtance ' of danger; by that ſpirit 


of parade, which gives free admiſſion to all ſplendid difficulties, 


and imparts the brighteſt colouring to caſes of extreme and 


rou gheſt embarraſſment. There is certainly no principle, which, 


within the limits of its propriety, is more praiſeworthy and 
engaging, than that exquiſite intereſt which we take in thoſe 
miſeries which affect the beloved objects of our gratitude and 
eſteem; yet it was this very principle, badly reckoned upon, 


and 
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and produced into extravagant exceſs, that not only ſpoiled the 


character of an apoſtle's mind, not only betrayed a generous and 


teeling heart, but was afterwards contraſted with ſuch tergi- 


verſation and ſuppreſſion of truth, as cauſe the honeſt man to 


* ſhrink back upon himſelf,” and tremble for the credit hs his 


In his contemplations on this mortifying ſubject, the Chriſ- 


tian caſuiſt ſuſpects the abſence of a principle, moſt friendly 
to the converſation of integrity and moral rectitude, namely, 
that ſteady, rational, manly ſpirit of devotion, which never fails 


either to check exceſs in its origination, or to correct it in its 


progreſs. It is to no purpoſe that we ſearch for this affection 


in the inſtance before us. In vain do we figure to ourſelves 
that beautiful panygeric on the Chriſtian character, Behold ! he 
prayeth.“ In vain do we look for Peter in the attitude of the 


meek and holy Daniel, kneeling upon his knees,” and ad- 


dreſſing himſelf to the Throne of Grace under the peculiar 


circumſtances of perſecution which attended him. Our Lord, 
indeed, bells: him, that he had prayed {or him,” but was this 
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1 
any ſuggeſtion that he might neglect to pray for himſelf? It 
does not appear that Peter aſłed himſelf the queſtion, 


Ir 18 pleaſing and agreeable to obſerve, how folicitous the 


Friend of mankind was, that all his diſciples ſhould “ quit. 


| themſelves like men, and be ſtrong” in their hour of OY Yet 


we find that he addreſſed himſelf particularly to Peter, becauſe 


he, of all the others, ſcemed moſtly to preſume upon his own 


ſtrength, ſlackening his exertions, and taking no neceſſary pre- 
cautions ; and all this at a point of time on which ſo much 
depended, when temptations were to be overcome, profeſſions 
made good, and a conſiſtency and ſteadineſs of character Wo 
quired and maintained. He cometh and findeth them fleep- 
ing, and faith unto Peter, Simon, ſleepeſt thou? Couldeſi not 


thou watch one hour? Watch ye, and pray, leſt ye enter into 


temptation.” A reaſonable concluſion therefore offers itſelf, 
that St. Peter's fall was owing to the want of a devotional turn 


of mind, to a neglect of God, at a time when that neglect was 


moſt inexcuſable; as well as to that ſelf-confidence and pre- | 


ſumption, which inclined him to rely ſo much on the ſtrength 


of his own mind. 


DARK 


( 23 ) 
| Dark and Tiinal i is the ſtate of that man, upon whom 
the ſpirit of indevotion reſts. Can the infant child direct his 
ſteps without the guiding hand ? Can the feeble and delicate 
plant be preſerved from drooping without the frequent inſpec- 
tion of him who firſt ſet it in the ground ? No more may you 
ſuppoſe that helpleſs being whom we call man, the child of 
imperfection, and the creature of precarious imitation ; you may 
no more ſuppoſe man to be able to walk upright in his way, 
and to hold up his head in the trying circumſtances of life, 
without a communication between himſelf and heaven, ſought 


| for and derived. 


Ir hath been no leſs piouſly, than ingenioully ſuppoſed, 7. hat 
the firſt man Adam would neither have heard nor ſeen without 
God; that is, would neither have been able to aſcertain the 
nature of found, nor to apply the ſenſe of fight to the relative 
diſtances of objects, without a communication from the Creator, 
equivalent to what we call experience. But how much more 
neceſſary muſt this interference be allowed to be in aid of the 
moral ſenſe; how much more beautiful the hypotheſis when 


referred 
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referred to the cafe of the heart? To temper the feelings of 
conſcience, and to © ſharpen the viſual mental ray, Were ob- 
jects inſinitely worthy of that great Bein g. who acts continually 


in all his works by an internal impulſe, and needs not any ex- 


| terior ſign to execute his will. 


Tux opinion that ſtrength and aſſiſtance are conveyed to 
mortals by a power ſupreme, is univerſally received throughout 
all regions, and in all nations. Among Heathen people, where 


idolatry prevails, and the manners are but imperfectly, formed, it 


may be obſerved to have given riſe to miſtaken perſuaſions, 


and to'have degenerated into the moſt glaring and fanciful 
eathufiaſm : But when confined within due Limits, it hath been 


known to alleviate care and ſorrow, to purity the paſſions, and 


to exert itſelf in actions confeſſedly, and we may almoſt ſay, 


neceſſarily virtuous, 


FrxTIxo, as we Chriſtians do, the beauty al ſimplicity of 
theſe facred truths, we naturally recur to the noble ſource from 
which they are derived to us; we trace a long line of Prophets 


and 


(43-3 
and Apoſtles, who have inſiſted upon them in their writings, 
and exemplified them in their perſons. It is through the me- 
dium of thoſc holy men, that the Almighty is repreſented as 
« ſpeaking ſometime in viſion unto his ſaints, ſympathizing 
with his people in their troubles, “ afflicted in all their afflic- 
tion, and faving them by the Angel of his preſence: And is it 
not the ſame undivided Being, of whom we read in another 
place, that he is a gracious * Spirit, helping our infirmities,” a 
« God which worketh in us, ſtrengthening us with might in 


the inner man,” and in time of perilous trial, making a way 


for us to eſcape 2 

' Nox is this the temper and diſpoſition of revelation in a 
particular inſtance, or in a ſingular conjuncture, but it is the 
univerſal law which pervades the whole, which adorns and 
beautifies the ſyſtem. Neither the accidents of time nor place 
are able to cut us off from this divine communion. Whether 

it be in the receſſes of the mountain, or on the expanſive boſom 
of the deep; whether it be in the lowly cottage, or under the 
magnificence of the fretted roof; the ſecret whiſper of the 
. | : afflicted 


( 26 ) 
afflicted is overheard by the preſent Deity, and the ſtory of his 


woes ſhall procure aſſiſtance from an Almighty hand. In the 


time of trouble he ſhall hide thee in his tabernacle ; yea in the 
ſecret place of his dwelling ſhall he hide thee, and ſet thee up 


upon a rock of ſtone.” 


RECOLLECTING, in concluſion, that St. Peter's fall was 


chiefly owing to the want of theſe religious impreſſions, and 


| beholding alſo the fad conſequences of an unqualified rehance 


on the ſtrength of our own reſolutions ; be it our care to cul- 


tivate an increaſing acquaintance with that ſpirit of devotional 


communion, the abſence of which, “though but for a ſeaſon,” 


we ſo much regret in the inſtance before us; and be it our 


wiſdom, with reſpect to ailertions and promiſes, always to diſ- 


truſt ourſelves, prudently to ſuſpect our own ſtrength, and ſo 


to calculate our powers to make good our engagements, that 


our conſiſtency of character may be preſerved unhurt, that our 
integrity may receive no detriment. So ſhall we be honourably 
diſtinguiſhed among thoſe whoſe performances are anſwerable 


to their profeſſions ; and when the Lord ſhall © turn and look 


upon 
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upon us,” in the day of ſevereſt ſcrutiny, it will not be the 


a 


f look which he faſtened on Peter, nor that with which of old 
he penetrated the © cloudy pillar; * but a look of ſupreme 
complacency ; ſo mild its effulgence, ſo ſweet its ſerenity, 


that mortal eye hath never met ſuch viſion. 


* Exod. xiv. 24. 
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